Fundamentals of Theatrical Design
THTRE 114-1     4845

Spring 2017
Instructor: Rob Fulton






Office: Academic Building, Rm 122B, Performing Arts Center Green Room

Office Phone: (309) 694 8587, 694 5106

Office Hours: Tuesday, Thursday 1:00-3:00

Email: robert.fulton@icc.edu
Course Description

This course will provide a hands-on introduction to design elements, the design process, and the ability to communicate the progression of a theatrical design from concept to realization. Some areas covered are: script analysis, creating a vision statement, basic drafting, renderings, and model making.
Course Goals
· Obtain an understanding of the integral relationship between the design of the setting and the script for production
· Learn the theory of visual design and detailed technical processes involved in translating a visual design into practical reality
· Create a design concept, drafting, rendering, and model for a theoretical theatrical production 
· Be able to communicate the process involved in a theatrical design from concept to realization
Assignments and Grade Percentage Break Down

Participation



20
Bedroom Drafting


5

Theatre Model



5

The Homecoming


Quiz



5


Research


5


Initial GP &Sketches

5


Final Design


5

Romeo and Juliet


Quiz



5


Research


5


Initial GP &Sketches

5


Final Design


5

Chicago


Quiz



5


Research


5


Initial GP &Sketches

5


Final Design


5

Lighting Presentation


10

Final

TBD
Late Work

No late work is accepted.
Tardy Policy

Every student is granted a 5 minute grace period.  After 5 minutes they are counted absent.  Any student coming in within the grace period is responsible for notifying the instructor or they may be counted absent.  A student needing to leave early must notify the instructor before class.  To be counted present a student must attend 75 minutes of class.
Attendance

Students are expected to attend all classes.  Students are allowed 4 absences.  More than 4 results is an assigned grade of “F.”

Attendance and Financial Aid
A student will be designated as a “never-attender” if they do not attend at least one day of class before 1/29/16.  A student attending no more than 2 days before 2/5/2016 will be designated as a “non-attender.”  For more information on financial aid and attendance contact the financial aid office: 694 5311.

Class Conduct:  

Students are expected to maintain proper classroom decorum.  This includes, but not limited by: arriving on time with the proper assignment and attire, respecting others, and participating in a meaningful manner.  Students should not sleep, be disruptive, or present behavior that demeans others.  The instructor is the final arbitrator of whether or not behavior is appropriate.  A student may be removed from the class at the discretion of the instructor.  A student so removed will be counted absent and receive no credit for that day whether or not assigned work was turned in on time.

Text, Plays, and Materials

Texts

Gillette, J. Michael. Theatrical Design and Production. 7th ed., New York: McGraw-Hill, 
2004.

Plays,
· Ebb, Fred & Fosse, Bob.  “Chicago.”
· Pinter, Harold.  “The Homecoming.”
· Sparknotes, ed.  No Fear Shakespeare: Romeo and Juliet.
Materials

· An architect’s scale rule.

· Colored pencils

· A sketch book
· Black core foam board

· Pins

· Bristol board

· Tacky glue

· Graph paper
Other Information

Academic Integrity  The student handbook states:

Matters relating to academic honesty or contrary action such as cheating, plagiarism, or giving unauthorized help on examinations or assignments may result in an instructor giving a student a failing grade for the assignment, test, or course.  Based on the severity of the offense, the instructor may recommend dismissal from the College.

Academic Support

ICC offers a variety of academic support.  The link listed below opens a webpage with a multitude of options.  

https://www.icc.edu/currentstudents/academicSupport.asp
Changes

This syllabus is subject to change.  All changes will be announced in class.  Students are responsible for knowing all changes whether they are present the day of the change.

	January
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	

	 
	17, first day of classes
	18
	19
	20
	

	 
	talk over syllabus, three little pigs, materials needed, Homecoming, Romeo and Juliet, Chicago, design in general
	 
	draw something from these adjectives-fast, curvy, and monstrous:  steamy, rugged, mechanic:  blistering, scarlet, discuss how we get from abstraction to reality: assign shoebox project- 
	 
	

	23
	24
	25
	26
	27
	

	 
	30 minutes in class drawing, discuss shoebox project due
	 
	30 minutes in class drawing, Lecture Drafting drawing your ABC's
	 
	shoe box project assigned 19 due 24

	30
	31
	 
	 
	 
	

	 
	30 minutes in class drawing,  drafting, scale, different plates, in class: draft room, homework: draft your bedroom
	 
	 
	 
	

	Februaury
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	

	 
	 
	1
	2
	3
	

	 
	 
	 
	30 minutes in class drawing, in class drafting
	 
	

	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	

	 
	30 minutes in class drawing,  drafting bedroom homework due- share and critique, model demo
	 
	30 minutes in class drawing, in class work building theatre model
	 
	bedroom drafting assigned 31 due 7 

	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	

	 
	30 minutes in class drawing,  begin in class model building of theatre
	
	30 minutes in class drawing: Lecture Scene Design
	 
	theatre model assigned 7 due 14

	20, Bones Dress
	21, Bones Dress
	22, Bones Dress
	23, Bones Dress
	24, Bones Performance
	

	 
	30 minutes in class drawing, model theatre space due- share and critique- Harold Pinter and The Homecoming: It's a Comedy: homework read the play
	 
	30 minutes in class drawing,  quiz over the play, go to library- research: what are the questions we ask when researching
	 
	quiz on 23

	
	
	
	
	
	

	27
	28
	1
	2
	3
	

	 
	30 minutes in class drawing, discuss research and play, identify themes, identify practical considerations, begin initial sketches and ground plan
	 
	 
	 
	answered questions assigned 23 due 28

	March
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	

	 
	 
	1
	2
	3, Bones Performance
	

	 
	 
	 
	30 minutes in class drawing, in class: begin sketches and ground plan for The Homecoming
	 
	

	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	

	 
	30 minutes in class drawing, in class work day begin working on Model
	 
	30 minutes in class drawing, ground plan, Model and rendering due: Presentation
	 
	initial sketches and ground plan assigned 28 due 2

	13, Spring Break
	14, Spring Break
	15, Spring Break
	16, Spring Break
	17, Spring Break
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	

	 
	30 minutes in class drawing, Howto Read a Difficult play, Shakespeare R&J, one unit set, what questions are we going to answer with our research, to library
	 
	30 minutes in class drawing, quiz over R&J, in class discussion
	 
	R&J quiz 23

	27
	28
	29
	30
	31
	

	April
	30 minutes in class drawing,  develop iniital ground plans and sketches
	 
	30 minutes in class drawing, in class work day
	 
	initial sketches and ground plan assigned 28 due 30

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	

	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	

	 
	30 minutes in class drawing, 
	 
	30 minutes in class drawing, R&J due, ground plan, Rendering, model
	 
	R&J ground plan, rendering, model due 6

	10, Suburbia Dress
	11, Suburbia Dress
	12, Suburbia Dress
	13, Suburbia Dress
	14, Suburbia Performance
	

	 
	30 minutes in class drawing,  Chicago determine what research questions to answer
	 
	30 minutes in class drawing,  in class discussion, quiz Chicago
	 
	quiz Chicago 30 answered questions assigned 11 due 13

	17
	18, Suburbia Performance
	19, Suburbia Performance
	20, Suburbia Performance
	21, Suburbia Performance
	

	
	30 minutes in class drawing, work day for Chicago, develop initial ground plan and sketches
	
	30 minutes in class drawing, work day for Chicago,iniital ground plan and sketches
	 
	

	24
	25
	26
	27
	28
	

	May
	 30 minutes in class drawing, Lecture Lighting Design
	 
	 30 minutes in class drawing,  understanding plot and paperwork
	 
	Lighting Presentations due  27

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	

	 
	30 minutes in class drawing, , work day
	 
	30 minutes in class drawing, Lighting presentations
	 
	initials ground plan and skteches assigned 2 due 4

	8, Last day of spring semester
	9, Finals
	10, Finals
	11, Finals
	12, Finals
	

	 
	Chicago projects due TBD
	 
	 
	 
	Chicago due FINAL

	15, Finals
	16
	17
	18
	19
	


